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essiopal officia 4, discloeed .Lv ;
ald’.bndeddedmbuilgam luge&
‘fleet than previously p lan.ped’rhebudget

will be the first tangible evidence |
%WWW

11 The revised. budgeu whlclu v growm‘
'by 83 billion'ir recent; weeks{ would. in:
‘clude about $9. billion more-for-the Navy
to buy new shipsand aimtt.mtwwldi
be'about 40 percent more than'the
Administntion requested for nava!ep
curemént!’ The ‘new military’ budzet,x on]
 which finishing touches are still being ap-
plied,. alsocallstorfundsto beginoon-
struction,of a new class of nuclear-pow.:
ered battlecruiners that would be fitted
withthe Aegis systemof radar and com-»
puter-oontrolled wupons» for s.fleet ¢ de-.
fense. .w- - »r‘wi:m- ~wes
AL ldditi , the, taval: budget will re
‘quest mdney: for a fifthi nuclear-powered
-aircraft carrier, for the'reactivationofa’
‘World War 11 carrier, and for 75 more air-
entt thantthe 12F that President.Carter
ed in his ﬁnllhudget'w iy
er funds.would go for an additioml
smaller cruiser with the Aegis System, a;
new amphibious ship;another attack sub-
marine and lesser purchases to’ bring the
total procurement budget to $30'billions - -
*.:The Reagan military budget is'sched-]
uﬂl:ld to go to Capitol Hill a.weekhl;efore glt‘x)e
budget presentation arch
Thatis because John Towegt' chairman of}
the Senate- Armed Services Committee;
has been etgertomoveabmthroughthe
committee and the u quickly,as:

possible: 3 #lot ik ey phnt kb linis

~

=:Congressional ‘officials:said that-Mrg
Tower,.a Texas Republican, wanted

Mr. Reagan's: proposals . for budget and
tax cuts,. which. might turn. attention t
the swiftly rising military budget...

‘There -are: currently:no. battleshxps in’
commission inany navy.in the.world. In-
the~United States Navy;:the battleship ||-
was;sipplanted.as the capital ship of the
fieet By-the aircraft carriér after the Ko-
-reantWar. Battleships-became "vulner-
L -able with.the advent of. aiffipower and.
[ then missiles. However, theiReagan Ad-
mixﬁstr_agg;g__eoncept istouse the  battle-
'ship in a supportifg: role rgthet than_ as
‘the main striking force 0f the fleet:;
£ ‘The first:battleship that thé Adminis’
tration. proposes to reactivate wouldbe
the 45,000-ton . New Jexsey which. was,
commissioned in 1943, brought back into:
service for the Korean War and again for,
the Vietnam Wars¥ ke !

~The battleship; now laid up in Bremer-ﬁ

ton, Wash:., is" tmake two and : &

haif years to'be broughtiback:into com-'|"
mission.-The proposed:budget calls for .

$92 million to be spent in.the current fis-*
‘cal year and $162 million’in the ﬂscal year,
1982 - which begins next Gctober. -
The. second: ship: would be the Towa,.
rst*commlssxoned in1943 and bnmght
‘backin the Korean War: She is laid up.in .
‘Philadelphia and would cost more, about
$500 mﬂ ion, and: -take longer to bring:
‘back into eommxssxon because she has
been outlonger. ;. KR
A T SmdylsPlanqed RPN
_._.“rhe officials said that funds would be'
requested to study thé teasibility of reac-.
tivating the Missouri; on which the sur-
render of Japan took place and the Wis-
consin.;The Missouri is? mothballed in’
Bremerton; and the Wisconsin is in Phila-
delphia:Naval officers. said that the
Navy wanted the ships back, although not”
at the’ g Ce of postponing:new construc-.
tion to bring heavy firepower to bear in a
relatively-short time.-The:Marine Corps:
is particularly eager:t6 have them back:
\to provide bombardment for amphxbxous
jassaults. %M w7 54 R INEN ., ¥

LM«

]
F‘a'me plan‘calls for retaining each ship’

three’turrets: of three 16-inch guns-
ca;rhuﬂ a tbund‘more than 20 miles. 'rhe

’

conversion would include’moditying the
boilers to shift: from heavy bunker oil to.
:more-efficient-distilfate fuel, adding sur-

|2 The main problem“would be to rovide
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installing modetfi‘radars’ and’ weapons
eontmls A B

personnel for the ‘ships, each of which
would require: 1,600"t6 1,800 men. The
Navy already has-a shortage of 20,000
‘petty officers, the skilled personnel who
.drive the ships, operate’ the machinery

J|1-that-the - Soviet- Union .has taken:long

-<Thé new cruiser-to.be would
be similar to the four Virgina-class ships
of 10,000itons each that are armed with
guided:missiles. But-it.would:also. have
the Aegis system of sophisticated sensors:
and weapons contrylsithat is, cumntly
-planned for8,000-ton cruisers: - - - i -
=sThe Reagan naval‘budget-appeared to
be-in response to.the’pleas of ‘admirals

and keep everythinginrepair.. ¥
proposed

‘strides toward' beoommg & strong naval |
‘power.: An official ‘assessment of that.
_came yesterday wher Rear Adm. Sum..
ner Shapiro described Soviet-naval con-]
struction as “‘unbelievably ambitious.'"?
*_Admiral Shapiro; the Director of Naval

}amwﬂcg Mdg cruxse > missiles, and
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